2008 DBCAA Annual Meeting Report
October 2, 2008
World Dairy Expo, Madison, WI

I. The Annual Meeting of the DBCAA was called to order by Vice-President Ellen Bohn at 1:00 p.m., and business proceeded according to the previously published agenda.  Attendees introduced themselves:  John Kuszlyk (New York), Marjorie Kuszlyk (New York), Pat Kuhn (North Dakota), Barry Near (Wisconsin), Norm Larson (Wisconsin), Ellen Bohn (Wisconsin), Dan Bohn (Wisconsin), Jim Versweyveld (Wisconsin), Cory Upson (New York via phone), Winifred Hoffman (Illinois via proxy).  The group welcomed Leon Benders (Netherlands), and appreciated his insights on the breed and the Lakenvelder Society.
II. The Treasurer’s Report was discussed and reviewed by Ellen Bohn.  Marjorie Kuszlyk moved to accept the report, Pat Kuhn seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  The Registrar’s Report was distributed and reviewed by Jim Versweyveld.  Pat Kuhn moved to approve the report, John Kuszlyk seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  The Executive Committee report was presented by Ellen Bohn.  Norm Larson moved to approve the report, Marjorie Kuszlyk seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  The Bulletin Editor’s Report prepared by Winifred Hoffman was distributed.  John Kuszlyk moved to approve the report, Barry Near seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  The Classification Report was distributed and reviewed by Jim Versweyveld.  Barry Near moved to approve the report, Marjorie Kuszlyk seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  [Copies of the complete reports are available from the Secretary upon request.]
III. Jim Versweyveld gave an update on the breed herdbook.  DBCAA Registrar, Anneke Jakes completed the Grade-Up Appendix to Volume 16 which includes Grade-up Dutch Belted registrations (.75 and higher) from March 1988 through December 2007.  Also available for sale is the 2007 edition of purebred herdbook number 17.  The new herdbooks are priced at $10.00 each, copies of Volume 16 are still available at $15.00.  Shipping for one item is $3.00, shipping for more than one item is $5.00.
IV. Breed Promotion:

A. Spring Farm Tour/Picnic.  DBCAA President, Cory Upson reported on the 2008 Spring Picnic.  The event, held at Upson Farm, Cherry Valley NY, was well attended and a big success.  20 adults and 10 children enjoyed good food and Dutch Belted viewing.  Members willing to sponsor a 2009 picnic should contact Jim Versweyveld.
B. Website Report.  Webmaster, Angie Haag-Eggenberger provided a report on the DBCAA website, www.dutchbelted.com   The website continues to be a valued resource for breeders and for individuals interested in additional information about the breed.  Hosting and domain fees are paid up through January 2009.  Our site comes up as the first hit when searching “Dutch Belted” on all major search engines.  Barry Near moved to accept the Webmaster’s report, Norm Larson seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
C. Other ideas.  DBCAA Vice-President, Ellen Bohn presented samples of Dutch Belted shirts.  Breeders present discussed various options and agreed to have T-Shirts as a regularly available stock item and polo style and denim shirts available on a special order basis.  More details will follow in a future bulletin.  Space advertising in dairy publications was discussed.  Many publications are cost prohibitive at this time.  An updated brochure for breed promotion was also discussed.  The executive committee will have examples for viewing at the next annual meeting.
V. Registration and Transfer Fees: Breeder input was sought on the current fees for registration and transfer.  General consensus was that no fee increases are necessary at this time.   Secretary will remind the registrar that any changes in ownership should be accompanied by the $4.00 per head transfer fee.
VI. New Business:  
A. Cory Upson lead a discussion of purchasing a computer program to record breed pedigree information and calculate inbreeding coefficients.  While the software has merits the general consensus was that the relatively few breed lines could be tracked manually at this time.

B. Establishing a breed endowment fund was discussed.  Jim Versweyveld will report back to the group at the next meeting with mechanics of these funds and potential tax implications.

C. Jim Versweyveld proposed a Youth Essay Contest as a way to generate additional materials for the Bulletin and stimulate interest from young people involved in the breed.  Favorable response from the group was received and the secretary will work with the editor on this idea

VII. Next Meeting.  The 2009 DBCAA will be held at World Dairy Expo with time and location to be announced in an upcoming Bulletin.
At 3:00 p.m., Marjorie Kuszlyk moved to adjourn the meeting, John Kuszlyk seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

