2009 DBCAA Annual Meeting Report
October 1, 2008
World Dairy Expo, Madison, WI

I. The Annual Meeting of the DBCAA was called to order by Vice-President Ellen Bohn at 1:00 p.m., and business proceeded according to the previously published agenda.  Attendees introduced themselves:  John Kuszlyk (New York), Marjorie Kuszlyk (New York), Barry Near (Wisconsin), Norm Larson (Wisconsin), Ellen Bohn (Wisconsin), Dan Bohn (Wisconsin), Jim Versweyveld (Wisconsin), Cory Upson (New York via phone), Winifred Hoffman (Illinois), Dalene Hokanson (California), Kayla Neely (California), Angie Haag-Eggenberger (Illinois), Sara Haag (Illinois), Peter Winch (Wisconsin), Richard Franta (Wisconsin). 
II. The Treasurer’s Report was discussed and reviewed by Ellen Bohn.  While significant progress has been made in the timeliness of reporting from the ALBC, the group discussed the need for additional line item detail, particularly as it relates to labor rates. Peter Winch moved to accept the report, Marjorie Kuszluk seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  The Registrar’s Report was distributed and reviewed by Jim Versweyveld.  Marjorie Kuszlyk moved to approve the report, Dalene Hokanson seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  The Executive Committee report was presented by Ellen Bohn.  Angie Haag-Eggenberger moved to approve the report, Peter Winch seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  The Bulletin Editor’s Report was discussed by Winifred Hoffman.  Barry Near moved to approve the report, Dalene Hokanson seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  The Classification Report was discussed by Jim Versweyveld.  Discussion around key differences from other breeds was discussed and challenges with data capture.  The Classification Coordinator will refer the issues to the Classification workshop. Peter Winch moved to approve the report, Marjorie Kuszlyk seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  [Copies of the complete reports are available from the Secretary upon request.]
III. Ellen Bohn gave an update on the breed herdbook.  The DBCAA Executive Committee has decided to delay the frequency of herdbooks to 3-5 years rather than annual due to the expense.
IV. Breed Promotion:

A. Expo Display-  Those in attendance enjoyed seeing our first display of Dutch Belted Cattle at World Dairy Expo since 1976.  Appreciation was given to the Bohn family for bringing their cows and supporting the effort with their time and talents.  Expenses and advertising were discussed to improve future exhibits.
B. Website Report.  Webmaster, Angie Haag-Eggenberger provided a report on the DBCAA website, www.dutchbelted.com   The website continues to be a valued resource for breeders and for individuals interested in additional information about the breed.  Additional improvements were discussed including a Classifieds section which would feature paid Bulletin ads.  Winifred Hoffman will coordinate communication of those ads to Angie Haag-Eggenberger.  Barry Near moved to accept the Webmaster’s report, Norm Larson seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
C. Other ideas.  Richard Franta suggested a Production Contest to highlight the producing abilities of our breed.  Discussion turned to the challenges with DHIA in accurately identifying Dutch Belted registration numbers.  A discussion also took place on the importance of registration rules and requirements.  The DBCAA maintains a position of welcoming all breeders of Dutch Belted Cattle as long as they abide by the policies of the association.  Marjorie Kuszlyk reported on the exciting news of a Dutch Belted show at the New York State Fair.  Further details will be shared as they materialize.
V. Nominations for Officers:  The floor was opened for nominations for DBCAA Board of Directors with a mail ballot planned for December.  New directors will take office in January 2010 and serve three-year terms.  Marjorie Kuszlyk nominated Cory Upson for President, Peter Winch seconded.  No other nominations for President were made.  Jim Versweyveld nominated Ellen Bohn for Vice-President, Marjorie Kuszlyk seconded.  No other nominations were made for Vice-President.  Winifred Hoffman nominated Jim Versweyveld for Secretary, Marjorie Kuszlyk seconded. There were no other nominations for Secretary.  Barry Near moved that the nominations be closed, Dalene Hokanson seconded.  Mail ballots will be sent to current lifetime members.  

VI. Next Meeting.  The 2010 DBCAA will be held at World Dairy Expo with time and location to be announced in the March Bulletin.
At 3:00 p.m., Dalene Hokanson moved to adjourn the meeting, Peter Winch seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

